I-001:  SUPPLEMENT Socratic Instruction
Socratic method is a pedagogical technique in which a teacher does not give information directly but instead asks a series of questions, with the result that the student comes either to the desired knowledge by answering the questions or to a deeper awareness of the limits of knowledge.

More loosely, one can label any process of thoroughgoing questioning in a dialogue as an instance of the Socratic method.

A skillful teacher using Socratic practice can teach students to think for themselves using this method, which is classic method of teaching that was designed to create genuinely autonomous thinkers. There are some crucial principles to this form of teaching:
· The teacher and student must agree on the topic of instruction. 

· The student must agree to attempt to answer questions from the teacher. 

· The teacher and student must be willing to accept any correctly reasoned answer; the reasoning process must be considered more important than facts. 

· The teacher's questions must expose errors in the students’ reasoning or beliefs. That is, the teacher must reason more quickly and correctly than the student, and discover errors in the students' reasoning, and then formulate a question that the students cannot answer except by a correct reasoning process. To perform this service, the teacher must be very quick thinking about the classic errors in reasoning. 

· If the teacher makes an error of logic or fact, it is acceptable for a student to correct the teacher. 


Note: This article is from Wikipedia..



Socratic Seminar  

The purpose of Socratic Seminar is to encourage a depth of understanding of a text or of a concept through the text.  Participants seek deeper understanding of complex ideas in the text through extended, thoughtful dialogue, rather than memorizing bits of information.  Socratic Seminar texts are chosen for their richness in ideas, issues and values and their ability to stimulate extended, thoughtful dialogue.  A seminar text can be drawn from readings in literature, history, science math, health and philosophy, as well as from works of music or art.  A good text raises important questions for which there are no right-or-wrong answers.  At the end of a successful Socratic Seminar, participants often leave with more questions than they brought with them.  
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