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POLICY:  The East Mountain High School graduate shall have satisfied all New Mexico Public Education Department requirements as well as those adopted by EMHS.  In addition, the East Mountain High School graduate will be an academic achiever prepared to be an independent life-long learner, an involved citizen, an effective communicator, culturally sensitive, and personally accountable.  The East Mountain High School Graduation Ceremony will celebrate the learning achievements of each graduate.


PROCEDURES:



I. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
A. Credits:  Beginning with the 2004 – 2005 incoming freshman class, twenty – six (26) credits are required for graduation from East Mountain High School.  Students in prior classes must accumulate twenty-four (24) credits to graduate. Credit will be given if the student receives a percentage score of 70 or greater in an approved class. 

1. Required Credits

English- 4 credits

Social Studies- 4 credits (2=WorldHistory/Geography;1=USHistory/Geography;1=Government/Economics)

Mathematics- 3 credits of Algebra 1 or higher for entering Freshmen Classes of 2003-2004 and earlier, and 4 credits for 2004-2005 entering freshmen classes and thereafter.

Science, including a lab science- 3 credits for entering Freshmen classes of 2003-2004 and earlier, and 4 credits for entering Freshmen Classes of 2004-2005 and thereafter.

Fine Arts-1credit, satisfied by a required World Arts course

Physical Education- 1credit

Foreign Language- 2 credits 

Senior Seminar- 1credit

Electives- 5 credits 

(0.5 credits satisfied by Freshman Seminar)

(1.5 credits satisfied by required Discovery Projects)

TOTAL:  24 credits for freshmen entering before 2004-2005, or 26 credits for freshmen entering in the 2004-2005 school year and thereafter.

2. 9th Grade Junior High School Credits:  Students who enter East Mountain High School from a 9th grade junior high school program not granting high school credit must earn a minimum of twenty (20) credits in grades 10 – 12.  The credit will be adjusted proportionately to reflect the difference in graduation requirements so that the student is neither penalized nor does he/she have an advantage in the process of changing schools.  The official transcript from the sending school should not be changed; however, the interpretation of the EMHS transcript should reflect the equivalent adjustment of graduation requirements.

3. Transfer Credit:  When a student transfers to EMHS, the credit and grade points granted and sent by an accredited school, regardless of grade, will be honored by EMHS.  Students transferring to EMHS with credit in Communications Skills shall be required to successfully complete both the Senior Portfolio and Graduate Exhibition activities.  If a student enrolls in a Career Enrichment Center (CEC) or summer school course while enrolled at East Mountain High School, he/she must adhere to the requirement for a minimum percentage score of 70 in order to earn credit.

4. Dual/Concurrent Enrollment Credits:  Students will receive high school elective credit for college-level courses taken at Albuquerque TVI through dual enrollment, and may receive credit towards graduation requirements for classes taken at the University of New Mexico or other educational instructions at the discretion of the Deal of Students. College courses worth 1.0 or 2.0 credits will earn 0.5 high school credits at EMHS and courses worth 3.0 or 4.0 credits will earn 1.0 high school credits at EMHS.

5. Correspondence Courses:  The student may receive credit for a correspondence course for which s/he receives a percentage score of 70 or better, if such course:
a. Has the prior approval of the Dean of Students; 
b. Is included in the student’s Next Step Plan or IEP;
c. Is provided by a college or university with regional accreditation to perform such function, or a school accredited by the Public Education Department in which the school is located.

d. Is proctored by a certified teacher, preferably the Dean of Students.
e. Is not offered at EMHS.  If the course is offered at East Mountain High School, the student must enroll in the EMHS course; the correspondence course may only be used for credit recovery if the student fails to earn credit in the EMHS course. Any exception requires prior approval from the Dean of Students.

B. Graduation Exhibition:  Students must participate in a graduation exhibition as part of the Senior Seminar.  See I-001 SUPPLEMENT Graduate Exhibition.

C. Community Service:  Students are required to complete 20 hours of community service each year for a total of 80 hours as a part of their graduation requirements.  Students must fill out one EMHS Community Service Log for each organization served.  The student, parent and recipient organization representative must sign each log verifying service hours.  All Community Service Logs must be turned in to the Dean of Students prior to the end of each school year.  Incoming freshmen may begin accumulating community service hours during the summer months prior to their freshmen year at EMHS.  Students who serve as a teacher’s aide during the school year may earn up to ten (10) hours of community service per year at the teacher’s discretion.

II.  WAIVER OF REQUIREMENTS  

A. The Principal may grants approval for special education students to graduate based upon Individualized Education Program (IEP) requirements, and may approve either exemption from or modification to the New Mexico High School Competency Examination within PED regulations.

B. The Principal may waive or substitute courses that are required for graduation by the State, upon approval of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, when it can be verified that waiving the requirement is in the best interest of the student.

C. School-required credits may be waived with the permission of the Principal, the Dean of Students and a faculty member in the content area when it can be verified that waiving the requirement is in the best interest of the student. 

D. To seek a waiver of graduation requirements, the parents must 

1. request such waiver in writing, specifying the specific requirement for which waiver is sought

2. state the reasons for the waiver request, 

3. state why the requested waiver is in the best interest of the student, and

4. submit supporting documentation, such as a medical statement.

E. The Governing Council shall be advised of any and all such waivers.

III.
FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS

Foreign exchange students may not graduate from EMHS.

IV. DECEMBER AND EARLY GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Students may graduate at the end of the semester in which they successfully complete the twenty-four (24) or twenty-six (26) credits required for graduation, depending on the academic year they entered East Mountain High School as a freshman.  A December graduate is defined as a student who finishes his/her coursework at the end of the Fall Term and is not enrolled in classes during the Spring Term.  An early graduate is defined as a student who will finish his/her required coursework at the end of the student’s Junior year of high school.  Students who plan to graduate in December or early are required to meet with the Dean of Students to establish a program and timeline leading to this goal.  A request to complete the requirements of December or early graduation must be made, in writing, to the Dean of Students and a conference with the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) will be held to confirm that December or early graduation is in the best interest of the student.  December graduates will not be eligible to participate in any EMHS athletic or extra-curricular activities or clubs during the Spring term.  December graduates are eligible to participate in all scholarship programs, however, it is the student’s responsibility to keep informed of available scholarships and their deadlines. December graduates are encouraged to participate in the spring graduation ceremonies and will receive their diploma at this time.  They must notify the Dean of Students by March 1 of their intention to participate in the spring graduation ceremonies.  

V. GRADUATION 

A. Diploma:  Students are required to pass all six sections of the New Mexico High School Competency Examination (NMHSCE) with a minimum score set by the New Mexico Public Education Department (PED) to receive a diploma unless a waiver of this requirement is approved by the PED.  Out-of-state transfer students must meet the minimum requirements of the NMHSCE, which may include a combination of the previous state’s standardized test scores and any remaining NMHSCE subtests.  

B. Certificate of Completion:  A student who does not ever pass the NMHSCE or receive a State waiver of the requirement will receive a certificate of completion.

C. Special Education Graduation:  Special Education students will receive a New Mexico Public Education Department Diploma upon satisfactory completion of the program of study (standard, career readiness, or ability) defined in their Individualized Education Program (IEP). The Governing Council will receive notification of students, by student identification numbers only, who have earned diplomas on a career readiness or ability program of study.

D. Graduation Ceremony:  To participate in the graduation ceremony, students must satisfy all graduation requirements (required credits including Discovery Projects, community service, and Senior Exhibition) prior to the ceremony.  

VI. GRADUATION CEREMONY
A. 
Avoidance of Controversial Content
1. 
The Graduation Ceremony is a celebration of the learning achievement of the EMHS graduates to which the students, families and interested community members are a "captive audience." Because it is a major school-sponsored event, the public is likely to perceive that the content is of the graduation ceremony is promoted and/or approved by the school.  The graduation ceremony is not a public forum to promote the individual agenda of a guest speaker or an individual student.  EMHS will exercise editorial control over the content of the ceremony.

2. 
Speakers, literature, and visual displays should avoid sensitive or controversial political, social, and religious content, and the advocacy of conduct inconsistent with the school's goals of cultural sensitivity or the shared values of a civilized social order. Every effort must be taken to assure that the content of the commencement ceremony is non-controversial. For example, speech or visual display which advocates illegal drug or alcohol use, irresponsible sex, racial hatred, sexual bigotry, or that associates the school with any position other than neutrality on matters of political controversy or religious belief, is not acceptable.
B. 
Order of Commencement Program
1. Processional of graduating students
2. Presentation of the Colors and National Anthem.
3. Welcome and introduction of guests by Principal
4. Keynote speaker.  The speaker will be the Principal or a designate of the Principal.

5. Remarks by Valedictorian(s). If there are multiple Valedictorians, all Valedictorians may be invited to speak.  If there are multiple Valedictorians, there will be no additional student speakers.  All student  speeches will be reviewed in advance by the Principal or Principal’s designee.
6. If there is only one Valedictorian, a Salutatorian may be invited to speak.
7. Presentation of Diplomas and Honor Awards.  As student names are called, their individual academic achievements, awards, and post-secondary plans may be recited while appropriate slides may be displayed. 
8. Tassel Ceremony
9. Closing remarks by the Principal
The timeline and procedures for planning the graduation ceremony are placed on the I-104 Annual Calendar to Prepare for Graduation Ceremony.
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