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Policy:

East Mountain High School ensures that parents may request that their children be exempted from the parts of the required health education curriculum that address the sexuality performance standards.  Further, East Mountain High School shall establish alternative lessons for the exempted parts of the curriculum.  See 6.29.6.11 NMAC:  

Procedure
6.29.6.11 NMAC:  Sexuality Performance Standards Exemption which requires each school district or charter school to implement a policy that will ensure that parents have the ability to request that their child be exempted from the parts of the health education curriculum that address the sexuality performance standards.  The policy shall include, but is not limited to:  1) the process for parents to request an exemption from the parts of the health education curriculum that address the sexuality performance standards; and 2) how alternative lessons are established for the exempted parts of the curriculum.  In addition, each local board of education or governing body of a charter school shall ensure the involvement of parents, staff and students in the development of the policy.  
The following procedure must be followed in order to request and exemption from the parts of the health education curriculum that addresses the sexuality performance standards.  This procedure should be looked upon as a partnership between the parents and the school, designed to best meet the needs of each student and family. The following steps must be taken.

A. The parent must contact the teacher and request a meeting. 

B. The parent and teachers (and administrator if deemed necessary) should review the entire curriculum and come to an agreement to identify specifically what areas of the sexuality performance standards to exempt the student.  

C. The teacher should supply the parents with the state standards that are met by the requested exempt lessons and agree upon an alternative assignment(s) that will meet these standards. 

D. A written agreement should be drawn up that includes the following: 

1. Specific dates the student will be out of class. 

2. Where and to whom the student is to report on these days. 

3. The assignment that has been agreed upon by both teacher and parent(s). 

4. The standards that are being met. 

5. How the student will be evaluated for this assignment. 

6. Principal’s approval. 

The teacher should make available any resources (lesson plans, books, and videos) that are ordinarily used in the class or are available as alternative materials.  However, the parent may use alternative materials that meet the state standards. 
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