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POLICY:
East Mountain High School encourages the objective study of controversial issues as a means for students to reach the goals of becoming an academic achiever, culturally sensitive and personally responsible.  The school will provide general guidelines for teachers to deal with such issues and for the processing of student and/or parental concerns, where appropriate, and will endeavor to consider both student rights and teacher authority in dealing with all controversial issues.


PROCEDURES FOR Teaching About Controversial Issues:



The East Mountain High School Charter lists five student goals toward which each of its students will progress.  The EMHS graduate is to be an academic achiever prepared to be an independent lifelong learner, an involved citizen, an effective communicator, culturally sensitive, and personally accountable.
A principle educational objective is to teach the student how to think critically about complex and controversial subjects and to develop the student’s own ideas and make judgments about these subjects.  To develop critical thinking skills, the student must read and discuss complex morally and socially difficult issues, including those contrary to the student’s personal beliefs and principles.

Teaching students about complex and controversial social and moral issues is essential for preparing the East Mountain student for citizenship and self-government.  In working to achieve and to be consistent with these Charter goals, the East Mountain student will necessarily be exposed to controversial issues.  The procedures will govern the process by which these issues are introduced, implemented, and evaluated.

I.
General Guidelines for Teachers for dealing with controversial issues

A. In areas relevant to the area(s) in which they teach, EMHS teachers will foster dispassionate, unprejudiced, scientific studies of controversial issues in an atmosphere free from bias and prejudice, without minimizing the importance of generally accepted truths and values

B. The teacher will serve as an impartial moderator and will not attempt, directly or indirectly, to limit or control the opinion of pupils on controversial issues.  It is the intent of the policy that the teacher will foster the study of such issues rather than teach particular viewpoints.

C. The teacher must notify the Principal at least 10 days in advance of showing a PG-13 or R rated video/DVD, and provide parents/guardians with at least one week advanced written notice of the intended showing. Such notice will include an accurate description of the contents of the video/DVD recording and where it may be obtained or rented for parent/guardian review. A signed permission form from the parent/guardian is required for all PG-13 and R rated videos/DVDs. Non-rated videos/DVDs may be used without parental notification or permission if descriptive information from recognized sources indicates that the content is appropriate for the intended audience.  A permission form including descriptive information about the video/DVD is required if there is any doubt about the appropriateness of the video/DVD. 

D. If the student fails to return a signed permission form, when required, the teacher will assign an alternative activity to the student.  The school will not accept a parental phone call in lieu of a signed permission form>

E. Alternative assignments must consist of useful work related to valid instructional goals. They may not be punitive or burdensome in length of time or type of work required, or embarrassing to the student.

F. Teachers must inform the Principal of guest speakers appearing in their classrooms.

G. When complaints from students or parents are received, the Principal will involve the teacher in resolution of the issue.

H. In the event the Principal believes that a teacher’s presentation (oral, written or visual) of a controversial issue falls outside these guidelines, the Principal will so advise the teacher, discuss the basis of his/her objections and recommend an alternative approach to the issue.  The teacher shall adopt the recommendation of the Principal or his/her designee, or follow the grievance adjustment procedures of G-113.

I. Freedom to teach is essential to the accomplishment of the school’s goals.  Therefore, teachers have the right and responsibility to exercise professional judgment, within the limits of the above guidelines, in initiating and actively pursuing consideration of controversial issues. 

 II.
GUIDELINES TO process Student and/or Parental Concerns

A. A student and/or parent with concerns about the instructional assignments, content or materials should first schedule a meeting with the teacher to attempt to resolve the issue.  Students should not be exempted from the entire class but may be excused from participation in specific topics or lessons that are contrary to fundamental religious or personal beliefs. The following steps should be taken:

1. The student and/or parent should schedule a meeting with the teacher to discuss the concerns.

2. The teacher should communicate the relevant charter goals, curricular content, and standards and benchmarks to the parent. 

3. The student and/or parent should be provided a copy of the materials, or directed to where such materials can be obtained, so the parent can review them.

4. The student and/or parent should complete a Challenge Form indicating parental objections to the assigned materials, and provide the completed form to the teacher.

5. The student and/or parent and teacher should review the parent’s objections, assigned materials, and curriculum and come to an agreement that specifically identifies what areas or topics to exempt the student, and what alternative assignment(s) will meet these standards. 

6. If the student and/or parent is not satisfied with the teacher’s proposed resolution of the issue, the parent may address his/her concerns to the Principal. The Principal will render a decision and advise the student and/or parent and the teacher.
B. Concerns about library-media materials should be addressed to the Principal by scheduling an informal meeting to discuss concerns.  The Principal will render a decision and advise the parent. 

III. TEACHER AUTHORITY

Teachers have the authority over and responsibility for the educational curriculum and activities in the classroom, and specify the subjects that students may discuss in class and the subjects of assignments that students are asked to complete. Teachers have broad discretion in limiting speech when they are engaged in administering the curriculum.

Expressive activities that students, parents, and members of the public might reasonably perceive to bear the imprimatur of the school constitute school-sponsored speech, over which the school may exercise editorial control, so long as its actions are reasonable. If the activity is supervised or sponsored by a faculty member and designed to impart certain knowledge or skills to the student participants or audience, then the faculty member’s speech is clearly school-sponsored.  However, where schools permit student expression on the basis of genuinely neutral criteria and students retain primary control over the content of their expression, the speech of students is not attributable to the state.  Student remarks are not attributable to the state simply because they are delivered in a public setting or to a public audience.

Teachers do not offend the First Amendment by exercising editorial control over the style, form, and substance of student speech in school-sponsored expressive activities so long as their actions are reasonably related to legitimate pedagogical concerns.  Legitimate pedagogical concerns may include, but are not limited to, assuring that participants learn whatever lessons the activity is designed to teach, that readers or listeners are not exposed to material that may be inappropriate for their level of maturity, and that the views of the individual speaker are not erroneously attributed to the school.   However, local school authorities may not structure or administer such (pedagogical) rules to discriminate against student prayer or religious speech.  For example, students may express their beliefs about religion in homework, artwork, and other written and oral assignments free from discrimination based on the religious content of their submissions.  For more details concerning student religious expression, see Policy I-003, Treatment of Religious Issues, along with is implementing Procedures.  The activities that affect learning, and therefore legitimate pedagogical concerns, are not confined to the academic, but also may include discipline, courtesy, and respect for authority. 
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