I-001:  SUPPLEMENT Differentiated Instruction

Differentiated instruction is a form of instruction that seeks to "maximize each student's growth by meeting each student where he/she is and helping the student to progress. In practice, it involves offering several different learning experiences in response to students' varied needs. Learning activities and materials may be varied by difficulty to challenge students at different readiness levels, by topic in response to students' interests, and by students' preferred ways of learning or expressing themselves."

According to Carol Ann Tomlinson in her ASCD book The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All Learners, teachers can differentiate three aspects of the curriculum: content, process, and products.  Content refers to the concepts, principles, and skills that teachers want students to learn – all students should be given access to the same core content, but with teachers adjusting the degree of complexity.  Content also refers to the means teachers use to give students access to skills and knowledge – texts, lectures, demonstrations, field trips.  Process refers to the activities that help students make sense of, and come to own, the ideas and skills being taught.  Teachers can modify these activities, providing some students more complexity and others with more supportive scaffolding.  Products refer to culminating projects that allow students to demonstrate and extend what they have learned.  Different students can create different products based on their readiness levels, interests, and learning preferences.  
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