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POLICY:
All teachers at East Mountain High School are expected to use research-tested instructional methodologies and structures that actively involve students in their learning process. 



PROCEDURES:



Successful instruction is a dynamic process and its methods will change and evolve over time; therefore, it is expected that this procedure will be regularly examined and updated to reflect more successful methods.

Specific instructional methods proposed in the East Mountain High School Charter and in current use at East Mountain High School include differentiated instruction, project-based instruction (including inquiry and discovery), and Socratic method.  In addition, EMHS teachers employ traditional direct instruction, cooperative learning, problem-solving, learning styles, and individualized instruction.

East Mountain High School’s teaching-learning methodology is designed to provide a foundation of basic skills in each discipline required for students to move beyond a “memorize and regurgitate” model into a model of understanding. Therefore, skills and content are the vehicles by which teachers and students reach a higher objective. 

I.
learning Presentation

A.
Differentiated Instruction is a form of instruction that seeks to "maximize each student's growth by meeting each student where he/she is and helping the student to progress. In practice, it involves offering several different learning experiences in response to students' varied needs. Learning activities and materials may be varied by difficulty to challenge students at different readiness levels, by topic in response to students' interests, and by students' preferred ways of learning or expressing themselves." The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All Learners, Carol Ann Tomlinson, ASCD.  See I-001 Supplement for Differentiated Instruction.

B.
Inquiry-Based Teaching-Learning or inquiry-based education is a student-centered method of education focused on asking questions. Students are encouraged to ask questions that are meaningful to them, and that do not necessarily have easy answers; teachers are encouraged to avoid speaking at all when this is possible, and in any case to avoid giving answers in favor of asking more questions. The method was advocated by Neil Postman and Charles Weingartner in their book, Teaching as a Subversive Activity.  See I-001 Supplement for Inquiry.
C. Socratic Method is a pedagogical technique in which a teacher does not give information directly but instead asks a series of questions, with the result that the student comes either to the desired knowledge by answering the questions or to a deeper awareness of the limits of knowledge.  See I-001 Supplement for Socratic Instruction.

II.
learning Organization

A. Project-Based:  Project-based learning is a model for classroom activity that shifts away from the classroom practices of short, isolated, teacher-centered lessons and instead emphasizes learning activities that are long-term, interdisciplinary, student-centered, and integrated with real world issues and practices.  

B. East Mountain High School has adopted four Cornerstone Projects:  

1.
Inquiry Project:  The Inquiry Project is a culminating activity led by the Humanities teachers at each grade level.  The Inquiry Project involves seeking information by asking an essential question and carrying out a formal examination or investigation of that question. See attached procedures for Inquiry Projects.

2.
Socratic Seminars:  Socratic Seminars are implemented in all curricular areas at all grade levels and encourage a depth of understanding of a text or of a concept through the text.  Participants seek deeper comprehension of complex ideas in the text through extended, thoughtful dialogue, rather than memorizing bits of information. See I-001 Supplement for conducting Socratic Instruction.
3.
Discovery Project:  Discovery Projects are experiential learning activities scheduled for two to three weeks at the end of the regular school year.  They are designed by individual teachers to immerse students in an intensive study of an integrated curricular area based upon State standards.  Students present for the school year are required to participate in a Discovery Project and will be graded on the basis of practice and demonstration of mastery of the standards.  See I-001 Supplement for Discovery Projects.
4.
Graduate Exhibition:  The Graduate Exhibition is a definitive student presentation that represents the student’s progress toward the five EMHS student goals:  An academic achiever prepared to be an independent life-long learner, an involved citizen, an effective communicator, culturally sensitive, and personally accountable.  All East Mountain High School seniors must successfully present the Graduate Exhibition during the Senior Seminar in order to obtain their diploma.  The Graduate Exhibition fulfills the state Communication Skills requirement, to write and speak for expression by communicating effectively through speaking and writing.  See I-001 Supplement for Graduate Exhibition.
B. Service Learning:  The goal of the program is to have all teachers incorporate service learning either into their classes or discovery projects to enable all students to a) apply classroom skills both to benefit the community and to b) further their own education.  

C. Multidiscipline Studies:  The study of the arts at East Mountain High School is achieved through their Integration into the World Arts course offered at the freshman level.
III.
LEARNING RESOURCES

A.
Ongoing Use of Technology:  At East Mountain High School technology will be integrated throughout the curriculum.  East Mountain High School teachers will use technology as a support tool in teaching and learning, as appropriate.  Technology may also be used in other areas of learning.  Each student will be provided access to a computer to enable and facilitate classroom and independent research and learning. 

B.
Mentors:  East Mountain High School will establish a program for adult community volunteers – mentors and coaches – to form relationships with students to further the student's knowledge, skills, or careers.  At East Mountain High School mentors will enrich offerings by serving as specialists in a given field, and/or to make class presentations when appropriate.







Procedure for I-001

Page 1 of 2

PAGE  
Procedure for I-001

Page 2 of 2


