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POLICY:
East Mountain High School shall treat religious issues in a manner that is consistent with the laws of the United States and New Mexico, and the regulations of the New Mexico Public Education Department.


PROCEDURES:


This procedure is designed to guide administrators and teachers in the interpretation and application of the Governing Council policy on religion in the school. 

This procedure is grounded in the understanding that active governmental participation in religious matters and even the appearance of official preference for or antagonism toward any religious belief or non-belief is disruptive and infringes upon the individual's freedom of conscience.

Our school shall neither actively support nor interfere with religion.  As indicated in the policy statement, the school recognizes that religion has played an undeniable role in the formation of the world’s peoples, its civilizations, the foundation of our country and the lives of its citizens.  The place of religion in our society should be recognized as an important one.

Clearly the proper role of religion in the public school is in its educational value and secular observance or celebration.  The school can play a vital role in bringing about an understanding among people of different backgrounds.  In that capacity, and when appropriate within the curriculum, the school is valuable in teaching our children about various belief systems.  Belief systems will be discussed in an atmosphere of tolerance and mutual respect.  Inter-cultural programs or curriculum focusing on the role that religion has played in history, literature or in the development of society and the influence that religion has had on historical figures or movements are acceptable and desirable.  The goal is that students will also develop tolerance and mutual respect as they become aware of diverse belief systems and their current and historical impact on human culture.

A.
Religion in the Curriculum
1. When religion is included in the curriculum as part of the study of art, literature, history, etc., it should be treated with the same objectivity and educational intent expected in other areas.

2. Religious themes in the fine arts, literature and history should be recognized and discussed only as extensively as necessary for a balanced and comprehensive study of these areas. Such studies should not foster any particular religious tenet or demean any religious belief.

3. Materials and activities should support to the goal of diversity of beliefs.

4. Instructional activities addressing religion should meet the three-part test established by the Supreme Court to determine constitutionality:

-
The activity must have a secular purpose.

-
The activity's principal or primary effect must be one that neither advances nor inhibits religion.

-
The activity must not foster an excessive school entanglement with religion.
5. When the subject of religion occurs naturally in studying other topics such as history, literature, culture, etc., it should be treated as part of that study.  For example: study of the American Indian, the Pilgrims, Greek mythology, or the Crusades may be enhanced by the inclusion of the role of religion.

6. Subject matter content may not be included or excluded from the curriculum primarily to conform to religious views.

7. The teaching of theories that promote a religious doctrine is not permitted.  Religious theories or beliefs shall not direct curriculum content.

8. Student-initiated responses to questions or to assignments that reflect the students’ beliefs or non-beliefs about a religious theme will be accommodated by the teacher when appropriate based on the criteria and nature of the assignment.  For example: Students are free to express religious beliefs or non-beliefs in compositions, art forms, music, speech and debate, but may not inject religious doctrine for scientific theories that are generally accepted in the field of study.)
9. Students should be taught to develop an appreciation of the value of religious liberty as guaranteed by the United States Constitution.
10. Students may be excused, without penalty, from instructional activities that are contrary to their religious beliefs unless their absence would defeat an overriding educational goal for which the school has an interest of sufficient magnitude. (For example: If a class is having a Socratic discussion in which students are asked to express different viewpoints, this would not constitute a reason to be excused because Socratic discussion is of sufficient magnitude to the school’s educational program.)
11. Elective courses may have as their focus the history, sociology and literature of religions.

12. The school shall provide professional development training activities that equip teachers to appropriately include religion in the curriculum.  Professional development training shall also promote increased awareness and sensitivity to religious diversity in the classroom.

B.
School Calendar, Holidays, Schedules, Absences
1. The origin and significance of holidays shall be presented in an unbiased manner without religious indoctrination.  Holiday activities should not be religious in nature.  These activities may include the singing of some holiday songs with religious content, but must also include a balanced variety of music not solely of a religious nature.  Such programs shall not include performances of religious dramas, such as the re-creation of the Nativity scene.
2. Neither professional development instruction, instructional materials, assembly programs, nor other school-sponsored activities may be used to promote, encourage or denigrate religion or specific religious groups or to engage in religious activities.

3. The school and school personnel shall not endorse, promote or denigrate religious celebrations taking place outside of school. 
4. The school's calendar shall be prepared so as to minimize conflicts with religious holidays.  Where conflicts are unavoidable, care should be taken to avoid tests, special projects, introduction of new concepts and other activities that would be difficult to make up.  Absences by students for religious observances are to be managed based on existing attendance rules.
5. A student may be excused from school without penalty with the written consent of his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) to participate in religious services or observances. The school assumes no responsibility for participating students when excused from school.

6. Subject to the approval of the school principal and with the written consent of the student’s parents or guardians, a student may be excused from school to participate in religious instruction for not more than one class period each school day at a time period not in conflict with the academic program of the school. The school shall not assume responsibility for religious instruction or permit it to be conducted on school property.
C.
Religious Symbols
Definition:  A religious symbol is any object that portrays or represents a religious belief or beliefs.  A religious symbol can also be an object which is so closely associated with religion(s) or with the celebration of a religious holiday that it is commonly perceived as being of a religious nature.

1. Religious symbols may be displayed or used as a teaching resource provided no effort is made to impose any particular beliefs that  may be associated with such symbols.  They may be used as examples of a culture and/or a specific religious heritage.

2. Whenever appropriate, teachers are encouraged in their presentations to expose students to symbols and traditions from a variety of cultures.

3. Religious symbols may be displayed for show-and-tell or reports or class discussions as long as their appearance is volunteered by the students and as long as all non-curriculum-based  symbols are removed from display upon completion of the report or discussion.

4. Students should not be discouraged from appropriately expressing themselves through the use of religious symbols in completing assignments.

D.  
Religious Disclosure/Privacy
Staff or students shall not be induced to disclose their personal religious preferences or beliefs, or those of any of their family members.  No one shall be compelled to profess a religious belief or disbelief.

E.
School-Sponsored Classes, Ceremonies, Programs, Events, and Gatherings
1. Classes, programs, assemblies, athletic events, or other activities or gatherings sponsored by the school, shall not have a religious orientation or include religious activities.  Seasonal programs presented by school student groups may include religious music, but such programs shall include a balanced variety of music not solely of a religious nature.

2. The school shall not conduct any baccalaureate service, nor shall it include religious invocations, benedictions or prayer at school sponsored events.

3. School musical groups may not participate in religious services under the auspices of the school.

4. Coaches and sponsors of extra-curricular activities shall not lead or solicit others to lead team or group prayers or other religious conduct, before, during or after such activities.

F.
Worship/Prayer
1. No form of prayer, worship or expression of belief shall be prescribed or sanctioned in fact, or in appearance, by the school.

2. Students may voluntarily pray and/or meditate during school or school related activities and engage in discussions about religion, provided this activity does not substantially interfere with the educational process or infringe upon the privacy rights of others.
G.
Proselytizing
1. In working with students, school staff shall not proselytize or inject personal religious beliefs into any school-sponsored activities.

2. Students shall honor reasonable requests of adults and other students to cease unwelcome attempts to proselytize religious beliefs or attempt to convert others to religious beliefs or to non-beliefs at school during school hours, or as part of school-sponsored activities. Failure to comply with such reasonable requests is a violation of school policy and may be considered harassment.
3. The distribution of religious literature on school property may be permitted to the same extent that the distribution of other types of non-school literature is permitted.

4. Proselytizing or recruiting during the school day or during school-sponsored activities are prohibited.

5. The expression of views by staff or students that disparage or degrade any religion or religious belief is not permitted at school during school hours, or at any school-sponsored activities.
6. Teaching materials shall not include the endorsement of ideas or practices of any religious or philosophical belief system.

7. Speakers invited from to participate in school-sponsored activities shall be asked to refrain from leading prayers or engaging in other religious activities, or otherwise promoting religion on such occasions, and shall be advised that such religious activities are not made permissible by allowing students or others who do not wish to participate to leave.  Additionally, to avoid any mistaken perception that the school endorses student or other private speech that is not in fact attributable to the school, school officials may make appropriate, neutral disclaimers to clarify that such speech is the speaker’s and not the school’s.
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